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Many new year’s resolutions might not make it to the end of January-but how about 
adding a long-term important one to your list this year? 

Veterinary medicines represent an important part of the health, welfare and 
productivity of your farm business. Furthermore, as we embark on serious trade 
negotiations in 2020, veterinary medicines are one of the key areas of concerns for 
UK and overseas consumers of livestock food products. It is therefore essential that 
confidence is high in our products as we seek to show how ‘British is Best’ and 
support the trade campaign based on ‘Britain (and NI) is Great’. Imports of US and 
South American beef represent a major threat; it is helpful if we can show that 
medicines are used much more sustainably in UK farming. This is especially important 
with the threat of antimicrobial resistance and concerns over medicines residues in 
food for human consumption.

Retailers and processors are also taking a much stronger line. Farm assurance 
inspections and herd health planning now increasingly include both training on how 
to use medicines responsibly but also assess how they are stored. 

Vaccines and the cold chain:
Biological medicines such as vaccines often have very specific 
temperature ranges that they work under. Too hot in summer, 
or freezing in winter, may mean they work less well - or not at 
all. Fridges that don’t work well…or not at all…may result in 
TOTAL loss of your carefully produced vaccine investment. In 
some cases the entire vaccine supply for the farm for the 
whole year has been compromised. It may not be immediately 
obvious, but these vaccines that do not work properly can 
represent a ticking time bomb as the farm is no longer 
protected against serious disease outbreaks. Once the turkey 
leftovers are safely eaten-a new farm fridge from the January 
sales might be worth a look?

Sharps boxes and disposal:
Sharps such as needles are dangerous. They can transmit a range of diseases 
and safe disposal is essential. We supply safe disposal sharps bins for your 
use on farm. Please ensure you staff and family are trained in safe use. 
Similarly, empty pharmaceutical containers such as medicines bottles can be 
disposed of using specific bins which we can supply and dispose of through 
our pharmaceutical waste transporter. Please also be aware of allergies to 
medicines such as penicillins among your staff. 

Hygiene, security and expiry dates:
Finally, how clean, secure and tidy is your store? The general public expect our farms to have a genuinely 
clean and secure area to store medicines-and that old and out of date products will be disposed of. This is 
being taken very seriously by farm assurance organisations and suppliers as trade talks gain momentum. 
Please discuss your store with your herd or flock vet as we start 2020 in earnest.
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Boostering Cows to Boost Colostrum
Making sure calves get enough good quality colostrum as soon as possible after birth is 

one of the most vital steps to ensure that calves have the best start in life. Colostrum is 

the first building block in developing a strong immune system to fight off infectious 

disease challenges they may face within the first few months of life. Timing is critical as 

not only does the calf absorb colostrum better earlier but the quality produced by the 

cow declines by the minute. Reducing time to suckling or first milking is critical. 

Getting the right quantity of colostrum into a calf is fairly straight forward but how do 

we ensure good quality colostrum?  The first consideration is the nutritional status of 

the dam. A dam receiving inadequate nutrition with poor body condition will produce 

poor colostrum. Get nutrition right first! 

It is known that older cows generally have better colostrum than heifers. Why is this? Colostrum is full of 

antibodies against certain diseases. Antibodies are proteins produced by the immune system when exposed to a 

disease challenge. Older cows have more life experience, so more disease exposure, thus a broader range of 

antibodies. Antibodies for diseases stay in the bloodstream for varying amounts of time and mean that if the 

animal encounters that disease again, the antibodies are there to fight the infection before the animal becomes 

sick. When calves are born, they have had very limited exposure to disease (hopefully), so hit the ground with no 

antibodies. Colostrum provides calves with their first antibodies so they have some protection while they develop 

their own immune system.

The range of antibodies in the colostrum depends on the dam’s 
exposure to different diseases. Nobody can guarantee all 
breeding females have been exposed to all disease challenges 
the calf might face in the first few weeks of birth. Nearly 50% of 
neonatal calf deaths in the UK are caused by scour. The three 
most common bugs causing scour kill the calves through severe 
dehydration and malabsorption of nutrients. These bugs are 
E.coli, rota virus and corona virus. Most cattle have been exposed 
to some, if not all of these bugs at some point in their lives, but 
this is not always the case. For example, if breeding females have 
been bought in from a farm naïve to certain diseases or brought 
a disease with them that your farm is naïve to, the disease 
challenge can change. Antibodies to these scour causing bugs will 
also dissipate over time if the dam does not gain regular 
exposure to ‘remind’ the body to produce them. 

All calves require 10% of their body weight 

of colostrum in the first 6 hours of life.

Did you know that a calf needs to latch on 

to a teat properly for 20 minutes to get an 

adequate feed?
Fortunately, there is a vaccine on the 
market called Bovigen. One shot of the 
vaccine is given to the breeding 
females 12 – 3 weeks prior to calving to 
boost antibodies in their colostrum 
against E. coli, rota virus and corona 
virus. 
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Don’t Be Caught Out By Clostridial Disease In Sheep

Clostridial diseases are caused by anaerobic bacilli of the family Clostridia, they are 

widely distributed in the environment, and are the classic cause of sudden death in 

sheep. 

DISEASE AGE SEASON TRIGGER

LAMB DYSENTRY < 2 weeks SPRING FLUSH OF MILK

STRUCK < 2 weeks, adults SPRING FLUSH OF MILK/GRASS

PULPY KIDNEY >2 weeks ANY TIME FLUSH OF MILK/GRASS

BRAXY 4-8 months AUTUMN FROSTED FOOD

BLACK DISEASE adults WINTER FLUKE

BLACKLEG ANY ANY INJURY/WOUNDS

TETANUS Usually 2weeks - 4 months SPRING DOCKING/CASTRATING

Unfortunately clostridial infections progress rapidly and many sheep may be found either dead or dying.  

Intensive treatment with antibiotics is rarely effective against this rapidly fatal disease.  Control of clostridial 

disease is best achieved with vaccination.  We recommend vaccinating breeding stock (including tups) with 

Heptavac-P plus.  This provides protection against 7 common Clostridial diseases as well as Pasteurella 

pneumonia.  

All breeding sheep not previously vaccinated with Heptavac P Plus must receive two injections, each of 2 ml, 

separated by an interval of 4-6 weeks. Thereafter they must receive booster injections at intervals of not more 

than 12 months. In adult breeding ewes these yearly booster injections should be given during the pre-lambing 

period, 4-6 weeks before lambing, as an aid in control of disease in their lambs (providing lambs receive 

adequate colostrum).

In order to maintain protection in growing lambs (especially for pulpy kidney, tetanus and pasteurellosis) it is 

advisable to vaccinate them from 3 weeks of age with Ovivac-P plus.  Lambs should receive two injections, each 

of 2 ml, separated by an interval of 4 - 6 weeks.  On farms where the incidence of pasteurellosis is high, a 

supplementary booster vaccination with Ovipast Plus (Pasteurella vaccine) may be required 2 - 3 weeks prior to 

expected seasonal outbreaks (typically late autumn/early winter).

Please feel free to speak to the vet team or Philip Bowes 07860662165 to learn more about how these vaccines 

can be cost effectively implemented across your flock.

At the end of 2019 we welcomed a new SQP (suitably qualified person) to our 
dispensary team. Philip Bowes has a wealth of experience in providing animal health 
products onto farms in our region and is already well known to many of you. 
By linking our dispensary to a dedicated SQP out on the road we are hoping to be 
able to offer an even better service to our clients across a range of medicines and 
other products. For anything we can help with please just pick up the phone or speak 
to your vet.

Healthy animals have low levels of clostridia in their gut and it is only when an animal’s natural immunity is 

compromised that clostridial diseases become a problem. These disease outbreaks are unpredictable, but trigger 

factors include a sudden change in diet particularly with associated acidosis, a change such as turnout to lush 

grazing, or housing, and any stresses, e.g. bullying, or the presence of other disease. 

Welcome Philip Bowes
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Ceporex is back!

Ceporex is back! We will be stocking a nil milk withhold antibiotic product in the new 
year. Ceporex is a 1st Generation Cephalosporin and is therefore a more responsible 
antibiotic choice compared to previously marketed nil withhold products now 
considered critically important antibiotics such as Excenel and Naxcel. The average 
sized dairy cow will require a 25ml dose i.m. typically for 4 days.

Dates For Your Diary
Practical Lambing Courses
Lambing season is just around the corner. If you 
would like to refresh your memory, learn some new 
skills or have some staff requiring further training 
then have you thought about the Practical Lambing 
courses? The next one to be held at Bishopton is 
January 31st. Trainees will learn about the 
importance of preparation for lambing time, 
including discussion of pros and cons of housing for 
lambing, nutrition, body condition scoring and what 
equipment is necessary.

Charity Dinner - Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who supported our charity dinner and auction of 
promises. It was a fantastic night and with your support we raised £5000 
in aid of Yorkshire Air Ambulance and the Farming Community Network.  

Tuesday 14th January, From 7pm Make you 
farm (and Yorkshire) a TB free fortress! 
Best Western Crown Hotel, Boroughbridge, 
YO51 9LB. Join us for an informative evening 
with guest speaker Oli Hodgkinson. 

Wednesday 5th February, From 7pm 

Preparing for a successful lambing! 
Gavel Café, Thirsk Auction Centre, YO7 3AB. 
Come along for a discussion centred on the 
importance of colostrum and prevention of 
exposure to infection.


